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several visits to London they became better
acquainted. Charles Clairmont too, went to Edin-
burgh in 1811, as a clerk in Constable's printing
office, where he met and made friends with Baxter s
son Robert, who, as well as his father, visited the
Skinner Street household in London, and through
whom the intimacy was cemented. In this way
it was that Mary was invited to come on a long
visit to the Baxters at their house, " The Cottage,"
on the banks of the Tay, just outside Dundee, on
the road to Broughty Ferry. The family included
several girls, near Mary's own age, and with true
Scotch hospitality they pressed her to make one
of their family circle for an indefinite length of
time, until sea-air and sea-bathing should have
completed the recovery begun the year before at
Ramsgate, but which could not be maintained
in the smoky air and indoor life of London.
Accordingly, Mary sailed for Dundee on the 8th
of June 1812.